
      Need some help… 
Simplified Formula for Selecting Concert Band Repertoire 

 

A note from the Conductor: 
I can’t even count how many times I have been asked over the years to clarify my process for selecting repertoire for 

any ensemble I conduct.  First of all, let me assure you, the process is much more involved than selecting a number of pieces ‘I 
want to play’.  It usually takes months of planning to assemble a collection of works that I feel both complement each other and 
which meet the necessary criteria for any particular season. 

The issue, I suppose, has been that the process isn’t transparent. So I am going to try and give you a better idea of how 
these decisions are made.  Let me know if you have any further questions. 

Chris Ward 

 
Things to keep in mind when selecting repertoire… 

• Limit of Selections in Folder – 8 max… 5-6 preferred (Mass Band selections are an exception to this count) 

• How long will it take the ensemble to prepare a selection for performance? (4 or 8 months) 

• Is there a healthy mixture of upbeat and lyrical works? 

• Does the instrumentation fit with our ensemble? (does it require instruments we don’t have, or have enough of?) 

• Does the piece highlight our stronger or our weaker sections in the band? (does it require a soloist?) 

• Is there something to challenge the group, as well as some easier/enjoyable works? 

• WILL THE BAND FIND SUCCESS AND ACCOMPLISHMENT IN LEARNING THIS PIECE? 
 

Categories Concert Selections Music Must Fit 
 
Standard Concert 
Band Literature 

Concert Marches Festival Test 
Pieces 

Rock, Jazz, Blues 
Selections 

Seasonal/ 
Christmas 
Selection 

Mass Band Works 

Remember there can be a max. of 8 pieces spread over these 4-5 categories and they must fit all the criteria listed above. Usually 1-2 pieces 

Usually 1-2 
selections 

Usually only 1 
selection 

Usually 1-2 
selections 

Usually 1-2 
selections 

Usually only 1 
selection 

These are not part 
of your count 

Examples from the many titles chosen for our 2012-2013 Season 
- - Notice that a number of the selections can be listed under more than one category. - - 

Intermediate Band Intermediate Band Intermediate Band Intermediate Band Intermediate Band Int. & Adv. Band 
December Sky 
Ancient Voices 
Land of the Silver Birch 

Advance Guard Ancient Voices 
Land of the Silver Birch 

Moondance 
Theme from MASH 
Wipe Out 
Mercy, Mercy, Mercy 

 Allegretto from Symphony 
No.7 
 
Russian Sailor’s Dance 
 
Various pieces from David 
Newell’s Christmas 
Arrangements 

Advanced Band Advanced Band Advanced Band Advanced Band Advanced Band 
Great Locomotive Chase 
Creed 
Newfoundland Folk Song 
Crimebusters 

Mighty Mite March Creed 
Newfoundland Folk Song 
 

25 or 6 to 4 
Brown Eyed Girl 
Puttin’ on the Ritz 
Crimebusters 

Carol of the Bells 

 


